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THE DEVELOPUENT OF MAO TSE=-TUNG'S LINE

Chanpg Lu=ting (»{« ST ) chairman of the CCP Central
Com:ittee Propapanda department has naidy "The CCP 1s alwaya
a prorransive party, bubt in the process of petting exporience

tho leadera have made many miatakes, Theae aistakes have boen

vory enatly and havo Corewarned ua to aveid them in Lhe fubura,
AL tho tdme »f the froat Rovolution fT926=19077 we hal 50,000

' prrly meahera,  Afler Chinnge Kalenhnle deaertad the revelulion
il eareded ont Lia pircn there were 10,000 vonhern,  Durlne
the pordod of Lhe Klangnl Soviet, party meshershis rose arain
£a 300,0N0; after the reat drek 14 dropped te 10,000, Ve had
300,000 £ichting mon dirine tho eivil war poriod [1929-19377;
altor the ;reat trek ther lroppal to 10,000, All of thene vic-
isaitudes occurred bofore the rire of lno Tre=tung and arose
fron the errors of our leaders,

At prerent we have 2,200,000 party members and 1,500,000
rejular troops and i million armed peasantry.

During the firat six years of the hictitoy of the CCP,Ch'en
Tu=-heiu (tr'}[ /'.d:/u ,‘ ©) was the recosnized leader, Ch'en, a Feiping
educator, was one of the founders of the CCP, At the first na-
tional conference of the CCP in 1921 there were Jjust twelve dele-
gates, and there were only a few tens of members throughout the
country, In 1923, at the urging of Sun Chuns=san [5:111 Yat-uey,

the CCP joined the KT, while al the same time preserving its own
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srpanization, The particular function of the CCT was t.o orranive
the workers and peasants, "y 1025 there were 15,000 party memnbers,
As the 2P looks al thinrs now Chlen's crror waA in yielding
tn the capitalintn anl Ubhiang. Uhile the nited 11'T=CCP armien
wera atill in Canton, befere they atarted their hid For paver throurhe

» tarch
At the eonntry, Chiang had hegmn his oppoaition to the CCP, In Marc

: : a CCP mem=
1094 Wa nlaced a naval commander under arrest because he wan a

[ \ 2o axelew #hk 11 hich naval camnandera and politleal
!w‘!', T S S SRR T LR S T o .r '
workers who woro COF mumhora were to be 3 muprieed,  Toda, 267 wenbara
rocomnlzo that tho CCP ahonld have tnken a stand at thab Juncture.

At that timo the GCP hnd rendered preat aid to the KT 4n orpan=-
yzinp armod foraen and throe of the Pour anrales in Canteon wore undor
oCp 4nfluence anl 'n the Fonrth nmy there ware OCP mympathizora.

A eront many COP memboers destral to oppose Mhiane'a purro, but Ch'en
ylelded tn thiant, Ohten yielded asain in the o May propositiong
of the 17 which. rennved nep menbers from the T Conbral “ommittoe
and A nmber of lealerazidp noste dn KT arpanignbions,in spite of
the fact that many of therne 17 apeanizations had been started by
CCP men,

#p, In further says,"This policy prevented bhe 0GP menbers
from proparing to oppos chian~'s anti-revolutionary activities
which bepan with the massiacre of workers in Shanpghai In April
1927'4l gnt in “uhan there was still an opportunity. Right through

the summer of 1927 a majority of the officials in Wuhan were KMT
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Gentral Committee Members who were ocooperating with the CCP,

but Ch'en would not defeot [Trom the 17, He permitted the

aisarming of the inspeators at Wuhan, and cpposed the land re-

form though the emerrence of these matters wam in opposition to

his hopes,
When the military party siezed power at Oh'anp-sha 100,000

; arned peasants surrowsied Lhe olty add all plane ware made to

recover the clty at the word from Wuhan, However the T Central
roment at Wuhan werc mortally frig '

Committee members in the rove
t ‘ed at this demonstration of the people ts power and at their de=
i
\ moand the CCP Central Comnittes 4ssued orders for the dispersal of

the peasant forces. This retreat by the CCP cost them leadership

of the peasants and made possible the anti-revolutionary camp in

Wuhan in July.
The CCP at present recognizes another error, th
ang at the time of the

e failure to

hold firm and organize a bage around Nan-ch'
1 August uprising. Inexperience resulted in failure to recognize
the possibilities amd led a nostalpic trek toward the old home
base in Kwangbung; pesulting in their forces being scattered at
S 1tow, Vhen Chu-te joined up with Mao Tge=-tung in Hunan they
nad not more than a thousand followers.

After the debacle at Wuhan Ch'en's followers were gradually

diaplaced by others, Today the party recognizes that after Chénds

mistake, the épake was made of going too far left resulting in

three fundamental errors.
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The first which developed after November 1927 and was corrected
by April 1928 consisted in a confused mingling of pebplo's democratic
reform and socialistic reform resulting in an ultra-leftist movemeht
based on the idea that the nature of the Chinese revolutions required
a constant revolution, and a refusal to acknowledge the failure of the
"great revolution", It was manifested in the atid&ng up of a great
many hopeless sporadic uprisings., However, ‘the December 1927 uprising
in Canten ie etill reparded ae havins had ypaenlte in that 4+ raimed a
banrer for all to follow and produced the first general proclamation
of the CCP program to the people of the whole country, .

In June 1930 the leftists apain gained control of the CCP, and,
thinking to take advantare of the fact that the XMT militarists were
at war with one another Z!N: Yen Hsi-shan and Feng Yu~hsiang's nearly
succensful revolt arainst the Nanking governmeq§7; looked with disdain
upon Mao and Chen's country movement, and decided to seize a number of
blg cities as bases,

Avout five monthk after their failure, in January 1931 the lead-
ership of the CCP fell into the hands of .a group of Marxist - Leninist -
Stalinist doctrinaires who knew less about actual Chinese conditioms
than any of the leftists that had preceeded thenm. Wm
Aacond-dlefehote—thathuwd-procesdad than, They felt that the second
leftist movement had failed only because it was insufficiently leftist
and they c alled for a "pure proletarian line,!" Wbafipg Maxd st-Leniniet
theory as an outer garb they succeeded in carrying out their ideas for
four years until the Kwelchow conference duringithe great trek brought

a change.
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Iu Ting=i says, "The leadership of the doctrimites resulted
in great loss to us, When we were in Kiangei, leaders in Fukien
who were oppoeing the subservience of Chiang to the Japanese of=
fered to form a common front with us, However the dootrinfaires
would have no truck with the Fukien capitalists and thereby lost

-

us an opportunity for vietory."

While the CCP reco [ today thnb with pro er pol
A ot o mr\ldz\i A!E?}-Jt& 7¢I~l“
Kiangai tho preat 'brelwvaa mistnkc. It was du.ring the great
trek' thal. the party oha.ngod leaderchip,aed Mao Tze-tun;:'s lead-
ership resulted in the great trek becoming a preat victory whioch

to o larre extent determined the future development of the move-
ment, Althoupgh Yunan was in a backward area which made oxpansion

difficult at first, and Kianrsi as a base with Fooch® as a port

mirht have been a more advantageous situation, no one in the
party today bothers to discuss those possibilities.

One result of thelthird attempt at leftist' leadership was
the reduction of CCP party members from 300,000 to the 40,000
left at the end of the preat trek.
The Mao Tse-tung 1line is a weapon:forged and furnished in
the welter of conflicts,
He was the leader of the Hunan Peasant parisans ordered by
Ch'en to disband in 1927,
self-defense forces with Chu-te's defeated troops to become the
However the

Later he united his remnant peasant

leader of the COP moderates in the Kiangsu Soviet.

resl power at that time was in the hands of the doqtrinnﬂ;ree,
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What did Mao Tse-tung know at that time beyond the 1ife of the

peasantry?

The present successen of the CCP have grown out of the theories
of Mao enunoiated back in those early days. While the doctrinaires
were shouting for the occupation of city bases Mao believed that the
Chinese Soviet rovernment could best be developed in the Mountain
bases of central China in the provincial border areas.

In this idea Maodeparted from the European pattorn Ef revolu‘biog
0 wdopb & paibern adapied to Chinese ermiilivum, In Swope bie [luie
tiers are all heavily guarded, but in China the atronpth of the mili=
tariste was in the provincial capital cities. The provincial borders
Parthest from the cities were the least guarded and here the peasant
pelf-defense corps could bo developed into a strong force. The Mao
Chu Combination of leadership brought into mutually helpful play Mao's
keen insight joined to Chu's military lfqowlndne. ¥With this combination
the CCP passed through the Japanese war and 18 years of Chiang Kai-shek's
opposition.

The important point of their strategy was recopnition that the
enemy was stronger than they. If they tried to withstand a frontal
attack and were defeated they would losej if bhey drove the enemy
back only slightly that could not be counted a victory. Their for=-
mula for victory was to surround the enemy and capture weapons and
personnel, When the enemy came they would let them have any city
they wanted and retire ipto hiding, securing intelligence, meanwhile,

from the peasants, Only when conditions were very favorable would

CONFIDENTIAL

: - -

b ‘. i s bt / i !
Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/30 : CIA-RDP82-00039R000100080019-3




;
?
l
!

Declassified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2012/05/30 : CIA-RDP82-00039R000100080019-3

CONFIDENTIAL

they accept battle and then anly very briefly and only with certainty
of victory., When the enemy's strensth had wasted away by attrition
they would attacks but with great caution, to recover cities and
villagea,

This form of strategy is no different from the traditional
form that foreism military experts are inclined to torm it guer=
rilla warfare but the torm is hardly suitable to the case in Shan=
tune in January 1947 when 3% brigades of Chiangs crack troops were
surrounded, 7,000 killed and 20,000 captured with their weapons,

The CN™ atratogiots make a cle~r Ai~+¥ingtio~ katween thelr
guerrilla forces and their regulars, While on occasion their regu-
lar troops may be split into small proups they remain very active
and well-disciplined and can re-assemble on short notics. This
type of stratepgy can be used for'self-defense only in arcas where
the military has the full confidence and eppport of the people,
it is not snitable for appressive warfare, it is advantapgeous for
the people where a strong outside force is attacking a colonial
arca.

Mao came to resl leadership during the rreat trek (which would

have failed without his leadership), This is universally acknow-
ledged by CCP members Boday. However it was not until the seventh
plenary session of CCP delerates that he was formally elected as
Chairman, At that time the par'by' had expanded its membership under
his de}‘aeto leadership to 1,200;000. This seventh se:sion is
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spoken of as th§ victorious all-China unification sessien, when
those who hat been struggling on many different fronts were uble
to adopt a universal plan. In that conference it was roaornized
thatlall the other leaders who had made nistakes would have heen
likely to have been thrust out had not Mac saved them by proclaime
ing that any one who was truly sorrowful for his past mistakes,

however great, was more valuable as a leader than thore who had

not boen proven in trial,
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